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Separation While the newly-constituted kingdom of Aragon was thus
and Leon settling down, Castile was passing through another period of
internal discord. Unlike Alfonso VI, who had no son, Alfonso
VII had two, and when he died in 1157 the family tradition
of division of the inheritance was allowed, as usual, to override
the interests of the kingdom. He left Castile to his elder
son, Sancho III, Leon to the younger, Ferdinand II. Leon
remained a separate kingdom for seventy-three years; and
moreover, from the beginning it was almost continually at
enmity with Castile. A further calamity befell Castile when
Sancho, after a year spent in resisting the attacks of Ferdin-
and, died in 1158 leaving a son, Alfonso VIII, only three
years of age, to succeed him. Civil war was added to foreign
invasion to distress the country. The two most powerful
noble houses, the Lara and the Castro, contested the govern-
ment, the advantage resting with the former, who had
obtained possession of the person of the young king. It was
not until 1166 that Alfonso escaped from their custody, and
managed to win support from the rest of the nobility and
from the towns, until at last he established himself in control
at Toledo and the two great families had to renounce their
ambition. At the early age of eleven Alfonso had already
proved himself to be a worthy successor to the two Alfonsos
who had preceded him; his achievements were eventually
to surpass theirs. But several years were still to elapse before
Castile was freed from the dangers which threatened it from
its neighbours. Aragon and Navarre were eager to have
their revenge for the subordination to which Alfonso VII had
reduced them. Ferdinand II of Leon was ambitious to unite
the Castilian crown with his own. His attention, however,
was to a large extent occupied by the invasion of his territories
by Afonso I of Portugal, who made several attempts, from
1161 onwards, to acquire the lands in Galicia and Leon which
had been held by, or promised to, his mother. At last in
1169 at the siege of Badajoz he was defeated and taken
prisoner, and he was only released after he had surrendered
both his acquisitions and his claims on Leonese territory.
Humbled in spirit, and crippled in body as the result of the
wounds he had received at Badajoz, Afonso made no further
attempt to renew those old pretensions, and he left the effec-
tive direction of affairs more and more to his son Sancho I,